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This past week I engaged in a conversation with a fellow educator. The topic was about student
academic growth and how to determine if students are growing academically. During the
conversation we discussed several things. We discussed:
what determines how much a student grows academically
what the best ways are to ensure all students are growing
why it is important for every student to exhibit growth?
Growing our students academically is the most important part of our job as educators. As my
colleague and I continued our conversation one common theme tended to emerge. The most critical
factors that impacts students’ academic growth is the level of instruction occurring in a student’s
classroom and the level of rigor embedded within the instruction. A second important theme also
arose as we talked and that was how important it is that teachers believe in the students they
teach, being able to communicate their belief in the students so the students feel it and believe it.
We then transitioned to discussing a book that we are both currently reading. The book was titled
“Rigorous Schools and Classrooms: Leading the Way”. The book discusses the optimal conditions
needed for academic growth to occur. It described it as an environment where teachers set high
standards for students, equip students by challenging them with rigorous instruction, and requiring
students to demonstrate mastery of the skills. To set high standard teachers should articulate to
students what the expected outcome is through modeling and then displaying the results for the
students to view. Teachers should also support students by asking higher-level, thought-provoking
questions that require them to provide responses in a manner that clearly demonstrates acquisition
of the skills. Teachers should not accept lower-level thinking or responses during discussion or
completion of academic tasks. Lessons should be scaffolded from one to the next, interventions
regularly utilized to ensure no students are left behind, and teachers should communicate with
parents on a regular basis to inform them of their students’ progress. A final condition for
academic growth to occur is for the content taught to be relevant and relatable to student
interest. Teachers can accomplish this by providing students different opportunities to
demonstrate their mastery of the academic task.
We know many of our students show up behind when they enter school. By now we should know
that that is out of our control and what matters most is what we do when we have them in our
classrooms. We also have many students who show up ready to learn and eager to be challenged.
We have a responsibility to those students to extend and enrich their learning. Regardless of the
student, they all matter, and every minute of instructional time is invaluable for them to grow.
We must maximize every minute of instructional time to close gaps and extend their learning
whenever possible. We can’t allow students to check out on instruction, allowing students to sit in
class with ear buds in listening to music, being distracted or preoccupied with their phones, or sleep
during class time are not acceptable. The education of our students must always take precedence
over everything. We have the right group of people in our district to accomplish the goal of
growing our students academically. I believe in you, and I appreciate you going above and beyond
to serve our students.#TogetherWeWill #TigerFamily
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Inspiring Creativity in our Young Writers
Wharton Junior High School is busy teaching effective writing skills. For example, in
Ms. Edmonds class, persuasive or argumentative writing is the topic.

At the end of
the day, the only
questions I will
ask myself are…
Did I love
enough?
Did I laugh
enough?
Did I make a
difference?
-Katrina Mayer

Ms. Edmonds class begins each day with a 7 minute
journal warm-up. The first Monday morning in
February, the warm up was for students to name one
thing that they do really well. Students were asked to
go into detail about what that one thing is, what they
enjoy about it, how they learned to do it, and finally
was it something they were taught. Students were
busy writing for a purpose.

When asked what it is that the students love about
writing, Leo said, “I love the journal warm ups.
Sometimes Ms. Edmonds allows us to write about
whatever we want. I like that. Sometimes she does give
us a topic though, which makes us think hard and try.
Ms. Edmonds is a really good teacher and she works
really hard to make us learn. “
“I love being creative with writing”, says Genesis. “It is a
lot of fun creating your own stories. Ms. Edmonds
always explains writing so clearly and she is really
accommodating to make sure that we have a clear
understanding.”
Students worked in small groups to create a list of
examples of persuasive writing in everyday life.
Students were communicating and developing a list of
examples and ideas to share with the class.
Discussions all over the classroom were happening
while Ms. Edmonds made her way around the room
listening and asking higher level thinking questions to make sure that her students are
challenged and remain engaged.
Ms. Edmonds is a first year teacher from Virginia with a
background in museum education. After eight years in
the public education field, she says that she realized she
preferred working with kids, and she made the switch to
formal education. Her degree is in English Literature and
Physical Anthropology, and she has always loved
reading and writing. “My favorite part about this subject
is sharing that love of literature while encouraging
growth and inspiring creativity in our young writers”,
says Ms. Edmonds. Wharton ISD and Wharton Junior
High School are so happy to have Ms. Edmonds on the
Tiger Team. Keep up the great work!
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Gifted and Talented
This month at Sivells Elementary...

1st grade GT Students-“I’m Done! Now What?” Jar & STEM Stations-When work is
completed, a student might draw an activity card that requires higher order
thinking.
2nd Grade GT Students-Study Various Genres- Students read informational text and
collaborate to research topics of interest.

This month at Wharton Elementary...

3rd Grade: Building a Business
During this unit, students will be developing a toy or game and creating their own
business.
4th Grade: Math Around Town
During this unit, students will focus on applying their math skills in the real world.
They will be required to interview professionals who need math skills to complete
their job requirements.
6th Grade: Instant Millionaire
During this unit, students will create and present a budget for a real class activity
that requires a budget, estimating the costs and presenting their product graphically
and tabularly.
Feb 15th Deadline-Parents, we need your help! If you believe your child is gifted
intellectually in one or more areas or has superior artistic talents please complete
the parent referral form available at our website under our Parent/Students
section- Gifted & Talented link, or pick up a hard copy at your child’s school. If you
are unsure about whether or not your child might be eligible, please contact Dr. Amy
Blakey directly via email at ablakey@whartonisd.net and she will be happy to speak
with you and provide resources to assist you.

WISD Literacy Team Update
Our Literacy Bus has arrived! Thanks to the
efforts of our Assistant Superintendent SB
Pierson, WISD has a fantastic vehicle which is
designed to engage and inspire readers! We
plan to reveal it to the public this spring once
the interior of the bus is complete. It will be
outfitted with books, flexible seating and
technology all intended to encourage our
students to READ TO LEAD!

“Love is
the most
durable
power in
the
world.”
~Martin Luther
King, Jr.
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Encouragement is
AWESOME
It can actually change the
course of another persons
day

Preparing Today
For A
Competitive
Tomorrow

~Chuck Swindoll~

March

Month at a Glance
March 12th
Last Day of Nine Weeks/Early Release
March 15th—March 19th
Holiday/District Closed
March 22nd
Teacher Professional Development/No School for Students
March 23rd
First Day of Nine Weeks

Happy Spring!

